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real devils and the subsequent confusion comes from the effort of half-thinkers exercised on picturesque and figurative language they don't understand. Just as no one would have been more surprised than the makers of the legends of the Flood and Creation at their fables being taken for literal history, so these describers of angels and devils would be astonished at the simplicity of any who took them literally. For they can think, but not express, whereas those who take them literally cannot begin to think.
So much for the way in which true traditions arose and were rendered difficult of interpretation. But in these Gospels there is much beside true tradition of facts that occurred or words that were said. There is a great deal of pure invention. Of such are the accounts of the miraculous occurrences at the birth of Jesus. That Jesus was not born of miracle we know from his own words, and when taunted with illegitimacy he did not deny it. In his eyes and those of his Father it would carry no disgrace to him. But in the eyes of his disciples it was different. Jesus was the Messiah, the Prince of the Royal line, and illegitimacy would utterly discredit him. They loved him, and therefore they must repudiate such an accusation. Hence the legends of the miraculous birth adapted from legends of the birth of Krishna and Horus. Again, there is the burning desire for miracle. The compilers took these as well as the
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